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Abstract

This research explores the city of Kufa through the lens of the book
Akhbar al-Buldan (news of the Lands). A seminal work representing a
flourishing era of historical-geographical literature.

This tradition was pioneered by Al-Jahiz, who set the foundation for
this methodology by focusing on the environmental and human
characteristics of regions. Al-Jahiz was particularly known for prioritizing
narratives about people and their social qualities over the mere physical
description of places.

Ibn al-Faqih followed in his footsteps, putting Al-Jahiz theories into
practice. He skillfully blended historical accounts- his primary source
material- into the core of geographical research. Through his writing, he
presented a unique "human geography" deeply imbued with literary style.
Consequently the book serves as a rich repository of information and
anecdotes that embody the cultural intellect of the era. In his descriptions
of Kufa, Ibn al-Fagih provides diverse narratives where literature, history,
and poetry intertwine to form the structural basis of his accounts. He
succeeded in presenting a specialized 'science of countries' (Ilm al-

Buldan) where geography serves as the general from work while
historical events remain the central theme.
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