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Citizenship in Islamic thought
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Abstract

Citizenship in Islamic Thought is a well-established concept that combines
belonging to the homeland and society with commitment to the religious and
moral values that regulate the relationship between the individual and the state.
Since its early stages, Islam has emphasized the principle of equality among
people, where no individual is superior to another except through piety and
righteous deeds, which constitutes the foundation of social and political justice.
Islam also established the concept of shura (consultation) as a mechanism for
individuals’ participation in decision-making, ensuring the achievement of the
community’s interests and the protection of individual rights. In the Prophetic
experience, the Constitution of Medina emerged as the first social contract that
organized relations among the different components of society, whether Muslims
or non-Muslims. It stipulated principles of peaceful coexistence, solidarity,
justice, and the protection of mutual rights and duties. This document is
considered a historical reference for understanding citizenship in Islamic thought,
as it laid the foundation for pluralism and acceptance of the other within the
framework of a single state. Islamic thought further emphasizes that citizenship is
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not merely a geographical or legal affiliation, but a commitment to ethical and
legal values that preserve human dignity and achieve justice. Accordingly, Islamic
citizenship is based on balancing individual rights and duties, as well as achieving
the public good to ensure the stability and progress of society within a framework
of justice and solidarity. The present study aimed to identify the concept of
citizenship in Islamic thought. The researcher adopted the descriptive approach in
this study by surveying the concept of citizenship in Islamic thought. In light of
the findings, the researcher formulated a set of conclusions, recommendations,
and suggestions.

Keywords: Citizenship, Equality, Justice, Islamic Thought
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