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 المقدمة

This study examines qaṣr (restriction/exclusivity) and its persuasive 
dimensions in Arabic polemical discourse, treating it as a rhetorical 

mechanism that goes beyond formal emphasis to function as an 
argumentative strategy that regulates interpretation and reshapes the 
recipient’s horizon of understanding. The study proceeds from the 
assumption that qaṣr does not merely confine a predication and affirm it for 
the restricted term; rather, it performs a pragmatic act that produces 
“interpretive immunity,” narrowing semantic alternatives and granting the 
speaker a decisive force that tilts the debate in their favor. It outlines qaṣr 

linguistically and technically, its major types (restricting the subject to an 
attribute vs. restricting an attribute to a subject), and distinguishes between 

real and relative restriction. It also analyzes the principal devices of qaṣr: 
negation with exception, innamā, fronting and postponement, and 

coordination with (lā/bal/lākin). The study further investigates how qaṣr 
constructs discursive authority and enables symbolic exclusion of the 

opponent by denying the legitimacy of alternative views without extended 
refutation. Applied analyses from Qur’anic, theological, and political 

discourse demonstrate that persuasive impact varies by device and context. 
The study concludes that qaṣr is a central resource for managing polemical 

conflict and intensifying argumentation.
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