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Ka'b ibn Zuhayr is considered one of the most prominent poets who 

lived through two distinct eras with different values and beliefs (the pre-

Islamic era and the early Islamic era). The importance of studying the 

religious trend in his poetry stems from the fact that he represents a unique 

model of the intellectual transformation that occurred in society at that time 

after some of its members embraced Islam, and how this transformation was 

reflected in the structure of the Arabic poem. In his Islamic poetry, Ka'b 

moved from the pessimistic view of life and death that prevailed in his pre-

Islamic poetry to a faith-based view characterized by submission and belief 

in God's decree and destiny. Furthermore, the poet replaced his tribal pride 

with pride in belonging to the Islamic faith. Therefore, we observe that the 

language of Ka'b in Zuhayr's poetry was influenced by the vocabulary of the 

Holy Quran through the emergence of innovative terms such as 

(forgiveness, repentance, guidance, emigrants, and helpers). His conversion 

to Islam was not merely a change of belief, but rather brought about a 

change in the crafting of his poetic themes. Thus, it represents a profound 

artistic experience through which he was able to adapt his tools to serve the 

new religion. 
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