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Abstract

The book "Monasteries” by Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Muhammad al-
Shabushti is a heritage text that transcends its descriptive dimension to
reach a broad cultural horizon. It presents a complex picture of religious and
social spaces in the Abbasid era. This research falls within the field of
cultural criticism, seeking to elucidate the mechanisms of cultural
representation employed by the author in portraying monasteries as spaces
of civilizational interaction. The research investigates the implicit patterns
reflected in these texts, particularly those related to the relationship between
the self and the other, and the interplay of the sacred and the secular. It
adopts an analytical approach that reveals the semantic and symbolic
structures inherent in the discourse, eliciting its underlying cultural
connotations. Therefore, the research aims to highlight the epistemological
and aesthetic value of this text, as evidence of the dynamism of cultural
representation in the Arab heritage.
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