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Abstract

The primary attribute through which God favored humanity over all other
creatures is the capacity for reason and perception. The Holy Quran consistently
exhorts and invites human beings to employ their intellect and contemplative
faculties; thus, no philosophical school or doctrine can deny the validity of
rational knowledge.

However, significant debates persist regarding the nature of the mind, its
relationship with sensory perception, the boundaries of its cognition, and its role
in epistemological construction, particularly within the framework of Islamic
creed (Agidah). A fundamental question arises: Does the intellect possess inherent
limitations concerning the realm of the Unseen , or does its scope encompass
metaphysical matters just as it pertains to the the realm of the Seen?

The hypothesis underpinning this research posits that, despite existing literature
by Muslim scholars and researchers addressing the role of reason in various fields
as a form of “intellectual zakat," the subject necessitates a more precise and
comprehensive inquiry. This study aims to examine the perspectives of the major
philosophical schools—Empiricism and Rationalism—alongside the views of
Muslim philosophers to attain a correct understanding from a Quranic
perspective. Consequently, this research, titled "The Role and Application of
Reason among Muslims," investigates this critical issue. To achieve the desired
objectives, the study is structured into three distinct sections based on thematic
importance.
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