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Absrract

This academic review presents a critical
analysis of the second volume of Inside Africa
by American journalist John Gunther (1955),
translated into Arabic by Jalal al-Din al-Arusi in
1957. The book is part of Gunther’s famous series
combining fieldwork and political analysis. The
second volume covers East, Central, Southern,
and West Africa, as well as Sudan, Egypt, and
Ethiopia. Gunther describes the continent on the
eve of decolonization, highlighting disparities
criticizing the
exploitation of natural resources, and addressing

between European colonies,

liberation movements such as the Mau Mau in
Kenya and Kwame Nkrumah’s rise in Ghana. He
provides a harsh depiction of apartheid in South
Africa, yet occasionally reveals a paternalistic
Western bias, justifying slow change through
notions of “civilizational disparity.” Despite these
limitations, the book remains a valuable document
of Western perceptions of Africa in the 1950s.
Its Arabic translation contributed significantly to
early Arab awareness of African affairs, especially
during the peak of anti-colonial struggles.
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