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Abstract

This study examined the years 1984-1990 as a formative phase in the
absorption of Ethiopian Jews in 'Israel', showing how state, religious, and
educational institutions jointly produced everyday pathways of
incorporation. The airlift that ran from mid-November 1984 to early
January 1985 was followed by peripheral housing and language/absorption
programs under rabbinic supervision, while personal recognition remained
conditioned by a “modified conversion” regime until autumn 1985. A
paradox thus emerged: rapid legal inclusion alongside socially and spatially
codified marginalization, notably through absorption classes and boarding
schools. Structured in three sections—context and policy (1984—1990),
applied instruments in education—housing—work, and socio—cultural
structures, identity and public representation—the study concludes that a
“segmented assimilation” model best explains the coexistence of formal
recognition with persistent structural gaps, as the household preserved
Ethiopian tradition while the religious school renamed individuals and

organized their daily rhythms according to a unified norm, entrenching
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visible ethnic boundaries that require policy reforms in education,

personal-status administration, and housing.
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(1) Pnina Morag-Talmon, The Integration Processes of Eastern Jews in Israeli Society,
Oxford University Press, 1989, P. 25.

(2) Yochanan Peres, Ethnic Relations in Israel, New York, American Journal of Sociology,
Vol. 76, No. 6, 1971, P. 2.

(3) Hagar Salamon, Ethiopian immigrants in Israel: experience and prospects, Institute for
Jewish Policy Research, 1998, P. 5.
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(1) Ahmed Karadawi, The smugg ing of the Ethlop an Fa asha to Israel through Sudan,
Journal of Modern African Studles , Vol. 29, No.4, 1991, PP. 560 — 562.

(2) Steven KapLan, Falasha Chrstians: a brief history, Massachusetts, Harvard University
Press, 1993, P. 21.

(3) Hagar Salamon, Op. Cit., P. 6.
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(1) M. Ashkenazi & , A. Wetngrod , Ethiopian immigrants In Beersheba High and Park, New

York, American Association for Ethiopian Jews, 1984, P. 202.

(2) Ahmed Karadawi, Op. Cit., PP. 579-582.

(3) Walle Engedayehu ,The State of Ethiopian Jews in “Israel™. Seamless Integration or
Subtle Exclusion, New York, Journal of International Politics 1, no. 4., 2019, P. 24.
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(1) Hagar Salamon, Op. Cit., P. 14.

(2) Walle Engedayehu , Op. Cit., P. 24.

(3) Alisa Pogrebna, The Politics of Jewish Exclusion in "Israel" — the Case of Ethiopian Jews,
African Journal of Economics, New York, Politics and Social Studies 2, no. 1, 2023, P. 65.
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(1) Alisa Pogrebna, Op. Cit., P. 67.
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1977-1985, New York, Routledge, 2002, P. 29.
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