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The Geopolitical Dilemma of Border Demarcation between Iraq and
Kuwait — Khor Abdullah as a Case Study
Dr. Jawad Kadhim Abbas
Babylon Education Directorate
Abstract

This study examines the geopolitical dilemma of border demarcation between
Irag and Kuwait, taking the case of Khor Abdullah as a practical example, due to
its critical importance as Iraq’s only maritime outlet to the Arabian Gulf. The
issue is not merely a bilateral border dispute but rather a reflection of colonial
arrangements imposed by Britain in the early twentieth century, through which it
sought to separate Kuwait from the Basra Province and to confine Iraq to a
quasi-landlocked position, deprived of a maritime frontage commensurate with
its historical and strategic status. By analyzing Ottoman and British documents,
the research confirms that Kuwait was historically an administrative district
under the Basra Province, and that areas such as Safwan, Umm Qasr, and Khor
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Abdullah were not regarded as part of Kuwaiti territory. British correspondence
further reveals an early recognition that “the boundaries of Kuwait were
unknown,” and that Kuwait had neither historical nor geographical justification
to claim sovereignty over these areas. These arrangements led to grave
consequences for Irag: instead of enjoying a broad frontage on the Gulf, the
country was confined to a narrow coastal strip of only a few dozen kilometers,
leaving its national economy and security dependent on a single maritime
corridor—Khor Abdullah. For Irag, this waterway constitutes its maritime
lifeline, and any infringement upon it represents a direct threat to national
sovereignty and economic independence. The significance of the dispute is
further magnified today by strategic projects such as the Grand Faw Port, on
which Iraq relies to integrate into global trade through the “New Silk Road.”
From Iraq’s perspective, any restriction on its sovereignty over Khor Abdullah
or the establishment of competing projects—such as Kuwait’s Mubarak Port—
constitutes an attempt to strangle its economic ambitions and weaken its
geopolitical standing.The study concludes that the issue of Khor Abdullah is not
a purely legal or technical matter, but an existential question for Iraq, as it
directly affects the core of its national security and vital economic interests. It
recommends that Irag adopt a more assertive discourse in international forums,
systematically document its historical and geographical claims, and ensure the
management of the waterway in a manner that reinforces its sovereignty and
preserves its legitimate rights—recognizing that this maritime corridor
represents the natural extension of Basra Province and Iraq’s rightful position in
the Gulf.

Keywords: Border demarcation, Irag, Kuwait, Khor Abdullah, Maritime
boundaries, Geopolitical dispute
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