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Legacies of Fatimid Caliphs, Princes, and Princesses in Egypt
A.L. Nada Abbas Farhan Musa Al-Shammari

Ministry of Education / Directorate of Education of Holy Karbala
The Fatimid Caliphate was one of the wealthiest Islamic states in Islamic history. It
possessed abundant economic resources and vast wealth, concentrated in the hands
of the Fatimid caliphs, princes, and princesses, who owned immense sums of
money, fertile lands, and luxurious palaces, in addition to jewels and gold. This
wealth reflected the power of the Fatimid state and its control over a wide
geographical area of the Islamic world, as well as the flourishing trade, revenues
from confiscations, and funds brought from North Africa. Upon the death of the
caliphs or princes, they left behind enormous estates that were divided among the
heirs according to Islamic law. Historians have documented the size of these
estates, which included money, jewelry, real estate, luxurious clothing,
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endowments, and distinguished gifts. This exceptional level of luxury reflects the
lifestyle of the ruling elite in the Fatimid Caliphate. Studying these estates offers
important insights into the economic and social aspects of the Fatimid Caliphate,
and clarifies the role played by princes and princesses in managing wealth within
the palace. Therefore, analyzing these estates contributes significantly to
understanding the financial system and the level of wealth enjoyed by the Fatimid
Caliphate at that time.Studying these estates provides important insights into the
economic and social aspects of the Fatimid Caliphate. The first section of this
research defines the term "inheritance" linguistically and technically, and provides
a historical overview of the Fatimid state, highlighting the origins of the Fatimid
Caliphate in Morocco and its subsequent transfer to Egypt. It also examines the
most important sources of wealth in both Morocco and Egypt, which significantly
contributed to the prosperity of the ruling class. The second section focuses on the
role and importance of Fatimid princesses in Fatimid society, in addition to
shedding light on the wealth of princes and the assets they left behind after their
deaths. Through this approach, the research aims to provide a clear picture of the
extent of wealth possessed by members of the Fatimid household, both men and
women. This makes the study of the estates of Fatimid princes and princesses
essential for a better understanding of the social and economic life within the
Fatimid palace.

Keywords: Caliphs, Princes, Estates, Wealth, Princesses, Fatimids, Assets
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Conclusion:

In conclusion, this research confirms that the study of estates in the Fatimid state is
a fundamental topic that contributes to shedding light on the economic, social, and
political dimensions of this state. Historical sources indicate that the Fatimid
caliphs, princes, and princesses possessed vast fortunes, ranging from money and
real estate to palaces, jewelry, and endowments. The findings also show that the
expansion of the Fatimid state's influence in North Africa and its subsequent move
to Egypt played a significant role in bolstering its financial resources and
accumulating wealth for its ruling class. Economic activities, confiscations, and
agriculture contributed to strengthening the national income and providing stable
financial resources for the state. Furthermore, women in the Fatimid household,
particularly princesses, held a prominent position in managing certain properties
and funds. The estates left by the rulers after their deaths provide a clear picture of
the luxurious and affluent lifestyle that characterized the ruling family, and they
also reflect the administrative and financial system adopted by the state in
managing and distributing its wealth.

Analyzing these estates also reveals details of life within the Fatimid palace and the
importance of the ruling family members in the political and economic system.
Studying these aspects is a means of understanding the nature of wealth and
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financial management in the history of the Fatimid state, a model of a powerful

state that achieved significant economic prosperity and whose caliphs left a

remarkable legacy, clearly documented in the writings of historians. Therefore, the

study of estates in the Fatimid state is a promising field of historical research, given

the insightful perspectives it offers on the conditions of the state and society during

this important period in history.
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