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Kissing is generally described as a form of respect and reverence, whether it
involves kissing the head or the hand. In Mesopotamia, kissing took many forms
and manifested in various ways. Some kisses had a political character, such as
kissing kings and their symbols of power, like the scepter. Others carried a
religious significance, such as kissing deities and their objects in temples. There
were also social forms of kissing, such as kissing parents. Cuneiform texts and
artistic inscriptions abound with evidence confirming the existence of this
practice throughout the various historical periods of Mesopotamia. Kissing is
generally considered a form of respect and reverence, whether it be kissing the
head or the hand. However, kissing in the Neo-Assyrian period, particularly
during the Second Empire (745-627 BCE), took on other dimensions. It was no
longer merely a gesture of respect or loyalty, but became a political symbol used
as a form of political humiliation. Assyrian royal texts abound with evidence
confirming that Assyrian kings resorted to this type of kissing with their
adversaries and rebels, both within Mesopotamia and with the kingdoms and
states under their control. Therefore, this research aims to examine this
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phenomenon and its political and psychological impact on those affected by it.
key words: Assyrians, insult, kissing, foot, loyalty.
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