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Analysis of the Teaching Methods Course in the Department of Educational
and Psychological Sciences in Light of Depth of Knowledge Levels
Asst. Prof. Dr. Hussein Ali Ghadban //  University of Tikrit — College of Education for Humanities
Husain.al.gadbann@tu.edu.iq

Abstract:

The current study aimed to analyze the content of the Teaching Methods course in the Department of Ed-
ucational and Psychological Sciences in light of the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels developed by Norman
Webb. These levels consist of four categories: Recall and Reproduction, Application of Concepts and Skills,
Strategic Thinking, and Extended Thinking.

The researcher adopted the descriptive analytical approach using content analysis as the main method. The
study population included the content of the Teaching Methods course for third-year students in Colleges of
Education for the academic year (2024-2025). After excluding introductions, indexes, headings, images, and
end-of-chapter questions, the total number of analyzed occurrences reached (737), distributed across the four
DOK levels.

The results indicated that the Recall and Reproduction level ranked first with a percentage of (35.5%), fol-
lowed by the Application of Concepts and Skills level at (26.5%), then the Strategic Thinking level at (23.6%),
and finally the Extended Thinking level at.(14.4%)

The findings revealed an imbalance in the distribution of Depth of Knowledge levels, with a greater em-
phasis on lower-level cognitive processes compared to higher-level ones. The study concluded with the neces-
sity of reconsidering the structure of the course content to achieve a balanced distribution among DOK levels
and to increase the inclusion of activities that promote strategic and extended thinking. Such improvements
would contribute to preparing teachers equipped with higher-order thinking skills and capable of keeping pace
with contemporary educational trends.

Keywords: Content Analysis, Teaching Methods, Depth of Knowledge, Strategic Thinking, Extended
Thinking.
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