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Abstract

This research examines modernist critiques concerning the concept of abrogation
(Naskh) in the Holy Qur’an, taking the Algerian thinker Mohammed Arkoun as a
critical analytical model. The study begins by clarifying the basic linguistic and
technical definitions of abrogation, followed by an exposition of modernity, doubts
(shubuhat), and the critical methodology as the theoretical framework underpinning
modernist readings of the Qur’anic text. The research reveals that Arkoun presented
a critical reading of the concept of abrogation, considering it a product of juristic
reasoning aimed at reconciling textual contradictions rather than a direct divine
ruling. He further argued that the loss of the historical context of the Qur’anic text
contributed to the reconstruction of concepts such as abrogation and asbab al-nuziil
(occasions of revelation) through later interpretive efforts. This study critically
examines these claims from a methodological and ustli (principles of Islamic
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jurisprudence) perspective, demonstrating that abrogation is firmly established in the
Qur’an and Sunnah, and is not merely a harmonizing juristic mechanism, but a
precise legal ruling governed by strict scholarly principles. Moreover, the sciences
of asbab al-nuziil, Qur’anic readings, and tafsir have preserved the historical context
of the Qur’anic text to a significant extent. The study concludes that the modernist
approach to abrogation is based on a critical historical reading that extends beyond
the traditional exegetical methodology; however, it faces epistemological and
methodological challenges in understanding the nature of the Qur’anic text, its
interpretive mechanisms, and the continuity of its meaning.

Keywords : Modernist critiques, abrogation (Naskh), Mohammed Arkoun,
criticism, Qur’anic exegesis.
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