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Qarmatian Movement in Yemen: Its Origins and the Conditions that Paved
the Way for Its Emergence
A.L Shatha Galib Hassan Hamid
Wasit education directorate
Abstract

This study examines the Qarmatian movement in Yemen in terms of its origins and
the circumstances that facilitated its emergence, as one of the Isma‘ili-rooted
movements that appeared in the third century AH / ninth century AD. The research
aims to analyze the political, economic, intellectual, and social factors that
contributed to the spread of this movement in Yemen, while highlighting the
distinctive geographical nature of Yemen as a suitable environment for hosting
movements opposing central authority. The study traces the origins of the Qarmatian
doctrine and its connection to the Isma‘ili movement, explaining the role of
missionaries in transmitting its ideas to Yemen. The region provided fertile ground
for its emergence due to the weakening of Abbasid authority, political fragmentation,
and the multiplicity of local powers. The research also highlights the impact of social
divisions and tribal conflicts in preparing Yemeni society to accept revolutionary
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movements, alongside economic conditions that produced social inequality, leading
to widespread feelings of injustice and instability. Furthermore, the study addresses
the role of commercial activity in Yemen and its connections with other Islamic
centers, which facilitated the transmission of ideas and movements. It also
emphasizes the doctrinal and religious dimension in shaping public awareness,
which contributed to the acceptance and spread of the Qarmatian movement in
several regions. In addition, it sheds light on the methods of propaganda and
organization employed by the Qarmatians to consolidate their presence and gain
supporters.The study concludes that the emergence of the Qarmatian movement in
Yemen was not a sudden event, but rather the result of a complex interaction of
internal and external factors that created a suitable environment for its growth and
expansion. Therefore, its study is essential for understanding the nature of political
and intellectual transformations in Yemen during that historical period.

Keywords: The Qarmatian movement; conditions of its emergence; its impact in
Yemen.
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