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Turkiye's Water Policies Towards Iraqg and Their Impact on Achieving
Sustainable Development Goals
Shahd Saad Mohammed Ali Al-Khafaji
Shahd.ali.bscle@uobylon.edu.iq
University of Babylon / College of Basic Education / Department of Geography
Abstract

This study examines the geopolitical relations between Iraq and Turkey,
focusing on their historical roots, political development throughout the
twentieth century, and the contemporary challenges shaping these
relations, particularly the water issue. The research highlights that these
relations have been formed within a complex interaction of geography,
history, and strategic interests, with the Ottoman legacy and geographic
location playing a central role. The study also emphasizes the water crisis
as one of the most critical strategic issues between the two countries, due
to Turkey’s control over the headwaters of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers
and its implementation of major water projects. This situation has
negatively impacted Iraq’s water security and led to significant
consequences across agricultural, economic, social, and political sectors,
including declining agricultural production, increased poverty, internal
migration, and rising political tensions. The research concludes that
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addressing this crisis requires integrated water policies, enhanced regional
cooperation, and improved domestic water resource management to ensure
water security and sustainable development in Iraqg.
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