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This research seeks to investigate the manifestations of religious

intertextuality in the texts of the International Al-Burda Competition for Classical
Arabic Poetry (1444 AH / 2022 CE), issued by the Al-Abbas Holy Shrine. It is based
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on the critical perspective that presents the text as a “mosaic of quotations,” in which
the voices of the past and the present interact. The study adopts the structuralist
approach in analyzing the texts, drawing upon important theoretical references,
including The Concept of Intertextuality according to Julia Kristeva by Abdel Aziz
Hammouda and Intertextuality in the Poetry of the Pioneers by Ahmed Nahem. This
is despite the difficulties faced by the researcher in maintaining the rigor of the
structuralist method in light of the flow and multiplicity of religious references.

The research reached essential findings, most notably that Qur’anic
intertextuality constituted the primary stylistic foundation, moving beyond verbal
evocation to semantic absorption. The findings also showed the poets’ ability to
employ the Prophetic Hadith and the biographies of Ahl al-Bayt as referential
structures that deepened the emotional and historical dimension of the poem. This
demonstrates that religious intertextuality in the contemporary classical Arabic poem
functions as a tool for constructing a textual identity that links creative achievement
to the doctrinal and linguistic roots of the Muslim ummah.
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