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Media Misinformation in Times of Conflict: An Analysis of the Role of
Social Media in Spreading Fake News about the Iranian-American Conflict
L. Montaser Ayed Abis
Al-Qasim Green University / College of Biotechnology

Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of misinformation during times of
conflict, focusing on the role of social media platforms in spreading fake news
in the context of the U.S.—Iran conflict as a model of contemporary information
warfare. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach alongside content
analysis of a sample of digital posts circulated on platforms such as Facebook,
X, and TikTok during periods of political and military escalation. The study
aims to identify patterns of fake news, mechanisms of dissemination, and the
key actors involved in producing and amplifying misleading content. The
findings indicate that false information spreads faster than accurate news due to
its emotional appeal and sensational framing, in addition to the role of platform
algorithms in amplifying engagement-driven content. The study also reveals that
fake accounts and automated bots play a significant role in reproducing and
expanding misinformation, while artificial intelligence technologies contribute
to generating highly convincing fabricated media that is difficult to verify. The
research concludes that misinformation has become a strategic tool in modern
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conflicts and recommends enhancing media literacy, improving digital
verification tools, and raising public awareness to counter this growing threat
Keywords: Misinformation; Disinformation; Social Media; Fake News;
Information Warfare; Conflict Communication; U.S.—Iran.
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