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The novel White Teeth serves as a significant site for exploring the relationships between 

race, immigration and diaspora in post-imperial Britain (Şencan, S., 2025). Set in present-day 

London, it portrays the experiences of immigrant families from various backgrounds and the 

experiences of second-generation children as they deal with transnational legacies, cultural 

memory and issues related to belonging (Gruszczyńska-Thompson, A., 2025). Through this 

examination, the text provides an opportunity for readers to think about how identity can be 

constructed in multiple ways in terms of migration and hybridization rather than through rigid 

models of assimilation, thereby challenging the notion of identity largely defined by 

nationality (Manor, R., & Masry-Herzallah, A., 2025). The objective of this paper is to 

explore how White Teeth reconstructs race, immigration and diaspora via a postcolonial lens, 

and demonstrate how the novel contributes to contemporary literary and migration studies 

theoretical discussions (Alsaber, A., 2025). 
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By providing a rich tapestry of characters from multiple cultures: Bangladeshi, Jamaican-

English, and White British; the themes of White Teeth are reinforced, giving depth to an 

analysis of racialized social structures through the intersection of generations (Qi, 2025). 

Contemporary British multiculturalism is frequently lauded as an exemplar of convivial 

diversity; however, the novel provides insight into the underlying unfinished colonial legacy, 

structural inequity, and contested sense of belonging present within this representation of 

diversity. Through the exploration of Smith’s narrative strategy and the sociology of 

migration, this research will illustrate the ways in which Smith illustrates the tensions of 

diasporic and immigrant identity in a post-imperial society that has been shaped by both 

colonialism and global migration. 

This research on White Teeth utilizes post‐colonial theory. In particular it draws on 

Bhabha’s concept of hybridity, and the idea of diaspora ‘in-between’ and guest citizenship in 

Britain (Afshan et al., 2023). These theoretical frameworks support an understanding of how 

the characters in Smith’s novel navigate 'third space' and the non-linear process of gaining 

social and cultural acceptance in relation to their race and heritage (Alhaisony, A. G. M., 

2025). A methodology of close reading of critical scenes combined with a thematic 

examination of immigration, race, and diaspora subjectivity (Cunningham, A. S., 2025) is 

used here to demonstrate how the text represents race and immigration not only as localised 

issues but also as systemic and historical issues (Karakayali, S., 2025) 

This paper works under the assumption that diaspora is about much more than just 

migration. It is a cultural, spatial and emotional dynamic within the context of the novel's own 

creation. In White Teeth, characters undergo many instances of displacement both 

geographically and culturally as they develop identities that are both hybrid and fragmented 

(Gurung, S., 2025). The current analysis will examine how London is presented as a diasporic 

metropolis, how the immigrant families are in conflict with one another across generations, 

and how race, nation and belonging change in relation to each other (Alhaisony, A. G. M., 

2025). This research project is a way to respond to recent calls for scholars to move away 
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from assimilation-based models for analyzing literature and to recognize the emergent, 

volatile nature of diaspora in literature. 

Ultimately, this research rewards the scholarship on diaspora/literature by creating a 

bridge between literary studies pertaining to White Teeth and scholarship related to 

immigration/migration and race (Torquato, 2025). Previous scholarship on Smith's works has 

studied the concepts of multiculturalism and hybridity. This paper provides a new perspective 

on Smith's work that takes into account contextually shifted migration in the 2020s and 

changes associated with multiple generations. The results of this research are intended to 

contribute to our understanding of how White Teeth continues to serve as a significant 

example of how to explore contemporary British multicultural identity, diasporic subjectivity, 

and the politics of race.  

The following sections will review key scholarship, outline the methodology, present the 

thematic analysis, and conclude with implications for future studies
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Pal et al. (2025) Studies show that current English writing has had a significant effect on how 

Bengali writers compose their short stories. The use of modern English writing techniques 

such as narrative technique, varied subject matter, and different styles have produced an 

interesting mix of styles that appeal to readers around the world. Proper use of techniques like 

the experimental structures used by Zadie Smith and the minimal precision used by Alice 

Munro have allowed many writers from Bangladesh to adopt non-linear narratives, deal with 

identity and globalization in their stories, as well as create concise prose. The impact of 

digital and popular culture added another layer of influence to Bengali authors; an example of 

this can be found in the work of Anita Agnihotri and Amar Mitra. By examining important 

writers, trends, and books, this article discusses the difficulties Bengali authors face when 

trying to balance the need for authenticity with globalization and, as a result, demonstrate that 

Bengali short stories have become an effective way to communicate universal experiences. 

The impact of the 21st-century English literary trends based on narrative innovation, thematic 

depth, and cultural hybridity on the evolution of Bengali storytelling will be explored through 

looking at these trends and their future influence on Bengali storytelling within a globalized 

literary environment.. 
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