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American-Bulgarian relations between the wars 1919 — 1939
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Abstract:

Bulgaria emerged from World War | defeated, having signed an armistice with
the Entente powers on 29 September 1918. It was the first of the Central Powers
to withdraw from the war. Bulgaria hoped to secure U.S. support for its demands
at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. However, the United States was unable to
preserve Bulgaria's territorial unity, as the victorious powers imposed the Treaty
of Neuilly on Bulgaria on 27 November 1919. Under this treaty, Bulgaria lost
territory to Greece, Yugoslavia, and Romania and was obligated to pay heavy
reparations. After 1920, the United States maintained limited diplomatic and
commercial relations with Bulgaria. American activity was most prominent
through missionary missions and American schools in Sofia, while some
American companies also invested in the tobacco and agricultural sectors.
Bulgarian policy between 1919 and 1934 impacted American-Bulgarian
relations. After 1934, the period from 1933 to 1939 saw Bulgaria shift
economically and politically toward Germany in search of support for revising
the Treaty of Neuilly.The United States monitored the growing German
influence in Bulgaria with concern but without direct intervention. American
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diplomatic representation in Bulgaria continued until 1939,though with reduced
effectiveness.
Keywords: United States -Bulgaria -Peace Conference - Treaty of Neuilly.
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