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The Use of Artificial Intelligence Technologies in Spreading Misleading
Content on Social Media: A Survey Study
Murtadha Risan Kadhim Khalifa
University of Dhi Qar / College of Media
Abstract

This study explores the use of artificial intelligence technologies to disseminate
false information online via social media. In particular, it discusses the popularity
of this content, different applications of Al to produce fake news, and its effects
on the credibility and trust of the media. This research utilized a descriptive
survey design, which was carried out on a purposive sample of 70 media workers
in digital media organizations in Iraq in 2026. The data were obtained using a 25
item questionnaire that was tested on its own through expert review and reliability
through Cronbach Alpha coefficient which gave a value of 0.88. The results
showed that the respondents were highly familiar with the misinformation
dissemination with the support of Al across platforms, and there was a strong
agreement that these technologies have turned into a weapon of choice to create
fake news. The findings revealed that the most popular technique in
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misinformation campaigns is the deepfake technology then the Al-generated text
and fake accounts. This paper highlighted that this type of content is a major
source of mistrust towards media institutions and is threatening their credibility.
The study ends with a number of essential conclusions, such as the creation of
innovative tools to disseminate fake news, enhancing digital literacy, regulation
of the use of Al in journalism, and the design of training courses to teach

journalists how to use these technologies responsibly.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence Technologies, Social Media, Deepfakes
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