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Unrestricted Expression in the Holy Qur'an: Between Grammatical
Controls and Semantic Freedom
Dr. Tara Tahseen Hameed
University of Kirkuk/College of Arts
Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of itlaq (absoluteness/unrestricted usage)
in the Holy Qur’an from a linguistic and semantic perspective, elucidating its
conception among linguists, grammarians, Qur’anic exegetes, and rhetoricians,
and demonstrating its role in broadening meaning and enriching Qur’anic
semantics. The research adopts the descriptive-analytical method to investigate
the manifestations of itlaq in both nouns and verbs within the Qur’anic text. The
study concludes that itlaq is not confined to nouns but also manifests in verbs
when these are divested of temporal or contextual constraints, and that it
represents one of the facets of Qur’anic inimitability (ijaz), owing to the
semantic flexibility and interpretive breadth it affords—a quality consonant with
the progressive development of human knowledge. Furthermore, itlaq
contributes to achieving stylistic and aesthetic coherence in Qur’anic expression.

Keywords: Absoluteness, the Holy Quran, Quranic grammar, Quranic
semantics, Quranic rhetoric, absolute and relative, semantic freedom.
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