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Abstrac
Biography of the Andalusian historian Lisan al-Din al-Khatib Lisan al-Din Ibn
al-Khatib was an Andalusian polymath, born in Loja in 713 AH (1313 CE). He
grew up in Granada, where he studied under leading scholars in language,
jurisprudence, literature, medicine, and philosophy, He held the positions of
vizier and head of the chancery in the Nasrid court, serving two sultans: Abu al-
Hajjaj Yusuf and his son, al-Ghani Billah. He became renowned for his political
acumen, writing skills, and diplomatic prowess. He possessed keen insight and
sensed early on the impending collapse of Andalusia. He urged Muslims to unite
and come to its aid. However, his rivals plotted his downfall, forcing him to flee
to Morocco, where he settled in Fez, enjoying great honor and respect, He
remained there until he was arrested by his enemies, accused of heresy, and
executed in prison in 776 AH (1376 CE) Ibn al-Khatib left behind a huge
scientific legacy of about sixty books on history, geography, literature,
biographies, jurisprudence and Sufism, foremost among them the book “Al-
Ihata fi Akhbar Gharnata” (The Comprehensive History of Granada), His
writings are considered an indispensable source for understanding the history
and civilization of Andalusia.
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