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Semiotic Analysis of the Political Stance in Al-Jawahir’s Poetry: A Study of
Cultural and Ideological Patterns
(Al-Jawahir’s Political Positions through His Poetry)
Dr. Ayub Omar Ali
Department of Arabic Language, College of Basic Education, Salahaddin
University — Erbil

Abstract

This study investigates the political stances of the Iragi poet Muhammad Mahdi
al-Jawahiri (1899-1997) as articulated through his poetic corpus, drawing upon a
cultural-semiotic framework that aims to disclose the ideological patterns
embedded beneath the aesthetic surface of his verse. Moving beyond
impressionistic readings that merely catalogue the poet's positions, the paper
proposes a critical reading that interrogates the dialectic between the constancy of
principle and the transformation of stance throughout an experience spanning
nearly eight decades. The study comprises an introduction, a preamble, and three
chapters addressing, respectively, the poet's political background and the
formation of his consciousness; the duality of homeland and exile; and the
strategies of his political discourse. Methodologically, the research draws on
Lucien Goldmann's genetic structuralism and Abdullah al-Ghadhami's cultural
criticism. Among its principal findings is that al-Jawahiri's political positions
were dynamic and evolved alongside his political awareness, and that he founded
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a distinctive political identity for modern Arabic poetry, transcending narrow

partisan affiliations toward a comprehensive national and pan-Arab commitment.

Keywords: Semiotics; Political stance; al-Jawabhiri; Cultural patterns; ldeology;
Cultural criticism; Genetic structuralism; Committed poetry; Intellectual and
authority; Political discourse.
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