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The educational approach to the manifestations of the mother in
the stories of Arabic Nights
Assistant Professor Dr. Yusra Khalaf Hussein
University of Baghdad | College of Education (Ibn Rushd) for Humanities
Abstract:

Talking about the manifestations of the “mother” in One Thousand
and One Nights raises a few questions, perhaps the most prominent of
which are: How does the image of the mother appear in these tales in

terms of form and content? What narrative and cultural functions does
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she perform? Is the mother in the Nights merely a character, or is she a
carrier of a cultural system that legitimizes or opposes prevailing
values? Perhaps the most important question is about the educational
values that appear in the multiple and different images of the mother in
these stories, which leads us to say that there are real features of an
educational approach reflected in those different impressions of the
manifestations of the mother in the stories themselves.

The importance of this article lies in its attempt to recapture the
voice of the mother in a text that critics have long focused on, focusing
on its tales of heroism and wonder, while neglecting the profound impact
of this emotional being. The mother in the Arabian Nights is not merely
a biological entity; she is a symbol of protection, authority, knowledge,
and sometimes even rebirth. In this sense, she alludes to cultural,
political, and educational roles that transcend her direct presence in the
text.

Keywords: Educational approach, manifestation, mother, stories,
Arabic Nights.
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