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Political Transformations in Mosul in Light of Al-Rudhrawri’s *Zayl
Tajrib al-Umam* (369 AH /979 CE — 389 AH /999 CE)
Ammar Hassoun Abou, Ph.D.
College of Education for Humanities / Department of History
University of Mosul

Abstract

Abu Shuja’ al-Rudhari’s book *Zayl Tajrib al-Umam™ is considered one of
the most important historical sources documenting the political transformations
of the late 4th century AH / 10th century AD, as it provides a clear picture of the
profound changes in the political structure of the city of Mosul. In this context,
Mosul emerged as a model illustrating the decline of Abbasid central authority
and the rise of regional powers in Iraq and the Euphrates region. The city shifted
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from the control of the Hamdanids, who represented a model of a semi-
independent emirate, to a phase of political turmoil resulting from the weakness
of the Hamdanid dynasty and the disintegration of its internal structure, as well as
the rising influence of local military powers. In this context, the conflict between
the Hamdanids and the Kurdish Bad ibn Dustak, founder of the Marwanid state,
emerged as one of the most prominent manifestations of the shift in the balance
of power; Bad sought to expand his influence at the expense of the regions under
Hamdanid control, taking advantage of the weakness and division that had
afflicted them, which plunged Mosul and its surroundings into a cycle of ongoing
military and political conflict. As this conflict intensified, the Hamdanid authority
grew increasingly fragile, paving the way for the intervention of other forces, most
notably the Aqgilids, who exploited the political vacuum and the rivalry among the
warring parties. The Aqilids gradually managed to establish their presence in
Mosul, capitalizing on the death of Bad al-Kurdi around 380 AH/990 CE,
ultimately consolidating their control over the city and establishing their political
influence there. Al-Ruthrawi demonstrates that the Abbasid Caliphate no longer
played a direct military role in these conflicts; rather, its role was limited to the
symbolic aspect of conferring political legitimacy through its traditional
instruments, such as the Friday sermon, the caliphal seal, and the granting of titles.
This shift reflects the nature of the period in which the Caliphate became a
nominal authority, particularly in light of the Buyid domination of the decision-
making center in Baghdad. Consequently, the transformations witnessed in Mosul
were not limited to the succession of ruling powers, but represented a structural
shift in the concept of political authority, as it moved from a relatively stable
emirate to a system based on regional power balances and military competition,
which in turn reflects the features of political disintegration that afflicted the
Abbasid state during that era.

Keywords: Mosul, Badh al-Kurdi, the Aqilids, the Hamdanids, al-Rawdhrawi.
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