
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Islamic architecture in the Fatimid era: its extension from Cairo to 

North Africa and its cultural significance 

Haitham Ibrahim Hashim 

ISSN: 3104-9125  
E-ISSN:3104-9117 
 

 

Waai Journal for Humanities       E-mail- waaijournal@gmail.com 

 

mailto:abwsnhym@gmail.com
mailto:abwsnhym@gmail.com


Waai Journal for Humanities       E-mail- waaijournal@gmail.com 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 

This research examines Islamic architecture during the Fatimid era by tracing its 

expansion from Cairo to North Africa. It reveals the cultural significance of these 

architectural styles as they moved across the Islamic world. The Fatimid migration from 

Mahdia in Tunisia to Cairo in Egypt is a pivotal event for understanding the architectural 

transformations the state underwent. The Fatimids brought with them to Egypt their 

Maghrebi architectural traditions  which had matured in Mahdia and Kairouan  and 

reformulated them in Cairo according to a new vision that incorporated local Egyptian  

Abbasid  and Byzantine influences. The research focuses on analyzing shared 

architectural elements such as mihrabs  minarets  arches  and calligraphic decorations  

tracing their evolution from Maghrebi simplicity to the decorative richness of Cairo. It 

also reveals the dialectical relationship between the center and the periphery of the 

Fatimid state. Cairo was not merely a source of architectural influence; rather  there was 

a dynamic interaction and mutual influence between the two regions. The cultural 

significance of this architectural expansion is manifested in the political dimensions  

where architecture expressed the legitimacy of the Fatimid Caliphate and the identity of 

the Fatimid school of thought. The Ismaili period  with its economic dimensions 

embodied in the flourishing trade of building materials and the movement of skilled 

craftsmen between regions; its social dimensions reflected in palaces and mosques as 

spaces for expressing social hierarchy and community solidarity; and its intellectual 

dimensions represented by the development of applied sciences to solve complex 

construction problems—all these elements combined to form a living  tangible document 

expressing the unity and diversity of Islamic civilization  and its ability to absorb external 

influences and reshape them into a distinctive cultural framework bearing the hallmarks 

of authentic Islamic identity  
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