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The supervisory role of the muhtasib and its importance in supervising the
markets of Egypt during the Mamluk era 1250-648)AD /923 AH-1517 AD(
A.P.D: Qais Fathi Ahmed
Iragi Ministry of Education, Nineveh

Abstract:

The position of the Muhtasib has existed since the beginning of the first
Islamic era, and its mission was to apply the foundations of justice in society
and implement the principle of (enjoining good and forbidding evil).
Accordingly, all workers in various industries were subject to strict government
oversight, which was represented by the Muhtasib, who was responsible for
carrying out this oversight role by supervising the quality of the product, holding
accountable violations related to public morals, supervising market affairs to
prevent fraud, monitoring measures and scales, emphasizing cleanliness,
observing road etiquette, and others, and to impose punishment on anyone
proven guilty of violating these provisions. The position of the Muhtasib has
enjoyed great importance throughout the successive Islamic eras, including
during the era of the Mamluk Sultans in Egypt, where the Muhtasib was
entrusted with monitoring the movement of the markets and preventing all cases
of fraud and manipulation that might occur. Therefore, there was great care in
choosing who would assume this important position. Because of the historical
importance represented by the position of Muhtasib, we chose to study the topic
of the supervisory role of the Hisbah position over the Egyptian markets in the
Mamluk era.
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