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ABSTRACT

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani played a major role in paving the way for the
Constitutional Revolution in Iran. Despite his lack of actual participation
in it, as he died before the outbreak of the revolution, his ideas were the
theoretical foundation upon which the revolutionaries relied. He spread
reformist ideas among Iranian scholars and intellectuals calling for
resistance to tyranny, During this period, he began his political activity
by spreading revolutionary ideas of a religious-political nature among
Iranian society, which angered the Shah and had a clear impact on the
development of internal events. It seems that the policy of tyranny
practiced by the Qajar rulers played an important role in provoking the
religious establishment in Iran, especially during the reign of Nasser al-
Din Shah (1848-1896 AD), who tried hard to marginalize their role and
reduce their influence. Foreign influence in Iran was at its peak, and the
economic situation was extremely bad. Nasser al-Din Shah did not care
about reforming the situation in his country, which aroused the ire of the
clerics, foremost among them Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, who was
distinguished by his sound mind and style, and its repercussions on
Islamic society. Most of his articles and speeches emphasized the single
ruler, the tyranny practiced by tyrannical rulers, and the need to eliminate
them. He also called for the rights of the people, freedom of thought, and
knowledge of the law, leading to the idea of the constitution, which
prepared the minds and awakened the Iranian people from their slumber
that had lasted for many years. He instilled in them the will to work for
change, and the constitutional revolution was an intellectual fruit of his

planting, even though he was not directly
© 2026 EDUJ, College of Education for Human Science, Wasit University

involved 1n it.
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