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Abstract

This study aims to examine the relationship between Iraqi university professors and
electronic media, with a particular focus on electronic newspapers as a major
contemporary source of information. It seeks to identify the motives behind professors’
exposure to electronic journalism, their patterns and habits of use, and the gratifications
achieved as a result. The study is based on the assumption that university professors
represent an active and aware audience that deliberately uses electronic newspapers to
satisfy various cognitive, cultural, and professional needs, which vary according to

personal interests and gender differences.

The study is guided by a central research question: What are the motives for Iraqi
university professors’ exposure to electronic newspapers? Several sub-questions address
the level of exposure, preferred times and places of access, the amount of time spent
reading electronic newspapers, preferred types of newspapers and headlines, the most
attractive topics, and the gratifications obtained, as well as their relationship to the

gender variable.

A field survey method was employed using a structured questionnaire that included
several thematic sections. The questionnaire was administered to a sample of professors
from the University of Baghdad during the academic year 2023-2024. The findings
indicate that the main motive for using electronic newspapers is staying informed about
current eventsand new developments, supported by the availability of multimedia content
and interactive features. The results also show that most professors access electronic
newspapersboth during the day and at night, mainly at home and at the workplace. Daily
news content and both Iragi and international electronic newspapers are the most
preferred. Overall, the study concludes that exposure to electronic journalism provides
university professors with important gratifications, particularly enhancing general
cultural knowledge and increasing political and literary information
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