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Al-Ash'ath ibn Qays al-Kindi: His Policies and Stances towards the
Prophet's Family (10-40 AH)
A.L. Muhammad Jaafar Khamis
General Directorate of Education, Wasit Governorate
Summary

Al-Ash'ath ibn Qays al-Kindi (d. 40 AH), leader of the Kindah tribe in Yemen
before and after Islam, pursued a hostile policy against the Prophet's family. His
first act of hostility was against the Prophet (peace be upon him), as he
embraced Islam in 10 AH and apostatized after the Prophet's death in 11 AH. He
participated in the Ridda Wars against the Muslim army in Yemen and was
taken prisoner during the reign of Caliph Abu Bakr al-Siddiqg. Historians have
called him a Companion, but he was not, as he broke his covenant with the
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Prophet (peace be upon him) through his apostasy and failure to uphold God’s
commandments.He did not meet the conditions of companionship, such as
migration, jihad with wealth and lives, offering up sons and fathers, justice, and
integrity. He practiced a policy of exploiting the Caliphs and infiltrated the
Caliphate through political marriage. He married Abu Bakr al-Siddiq's sister and
gave his daughter in marriage to Amr ibn Uthman ibn Affan, which allowed him
to obtain the governorship of Azerbaijan and a salary of one hundred thousand
dirhams annually.He failed in his attempt to infiltrate the Prophet’s family by
proposing marriage to Lady Zaynab bint Ali (peace be upon her), and she
refused. He was dismissed by Imam Ali (peace be upon him) from the
governorship of Azerbaijan and its revenues were demanded from him when he
was proclaimed Caliph in 35 AH.AIl-Ash'ath then declared his enmity towards
the Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him) and threw himself into the
arms of Mu'awiya. He attempted to flee to Syria but was brought back to Kufa.
He participated in the Battle of Siffin (37 AH) and was even more hostile to the
Commander of the Faithful than the Syrians who followed Mu‘awiya.He played
a media role to convince the people in the Commander of the Faithful’s camp to
accept the deception of raising the Qur'ans and arbitration, and to choose a weak
judge from among Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) camp. This judge was
nominated by Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan himself.He threatened Imam Ali (peace
be upon him) with withdrawal, along with the Yemeni tribes, thus scattering the
army and squandering the opportunity for victory at Siffin. At Nahrawan (38
AH), he pursued the same hostile policy to divert the fighting away from the
Syrian front and supported the Kharijites.After the victory at Nahrawan and
Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) determination to wage war against the Syrians,
al-Ash'ath sowed discord and tore apart the unity of the Muslim ranks with
flimsy pretexts. A liar, then he began orchestrating the assassination of the
Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him), embracing the assassin and
guiding him to his target on the day he committed his crime.He continued to
assess the success of his operation until Imam Ali (peace be upon him) was
martyred at his hands; the very hand that had planned it. He was not a
companion of the Messenger of God (peace and blessings be upon him), nor was
he one of Ali's (peace be upon him) companions, nor was he an
extremist.Rather, he was an Umayyad at heart, pursuing the pleasures he found
in the Umayyad household through his assumption of government positions and
tribal leadership. He amassed wealth unjustly from the Muslims' money and
never declared his repentance. He died in 40 AH
Keywords: Al-Ash'ath ibn Qays al-Kindi
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