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 المقدمة

Abstract 

This study examines compensation for data loss as an independent civil damage within 

the framework of Iraqi Civil Law, in light of the rapid digital transformation that has 

elevated data to a fundamental legal and economic asset. The research aims to establish 

the legal foundation for recognizing data loss as a compensable harm by analyzing the 

legal nature of data and clarifying the distinctive characteristics of digital damage in 

comparison with traditional material and moral harm. It further explores the extent to 

which the general rules of tort liability under the Iraqi Civil Code can accommodate this 

emerging form of damage, particularly through the elements of fault, damage, and causal 

link. The study also addresses the practical challenges associated with proving digital 

harm before courts, including the admissibility and evaluation of technical evidence, as 

well as the difficulties involved in assessing the economic value of lost data an d 

determining appropriate compensation. The research concludes that, in principle, existing 

civil liability rules are sufficiently flexible to encompass data loss as an independent 

damage; however, effective judicial application requires legislative develo pment and 

progressive judicial interpretation to ensure adequate civil protection for digital data in 

the contemporary Iraqi legal environment. 
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