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Abstract

After briefly studying the city of Ifriqiya, we find that it produced scholars and jurists
who were interested in knowledge, the Sunnah, the Quran, ijtithad (independent
reasoning), opinion, and consensus. They studied the various schools of thought,
which are a collection of the four major schools (Shafi'i, Maliki, Hanbali, and
Hanafi). Al-Harith ibn Asad al-Khushani was particularly interested in knowledge
and jurisprudence, having studied under them and become a memorizer and scholar.
He traveled to Ifriqiya, Andalusia, Bejaia, and other cities, where he met scholars
and jurists and gained a deep understanding of jurisprudence. He memorized and
studied the books and writings of these scholars. Through this, he was able to
compile collections and books for the benefit of students. He held various positions,
including leadership in the Shura Council and hereditary rule, and he studied under
numerous sheikhs. (Ibn Ziyad al-Hawari, Yusuf ibn Nasih, Ziyad al-Farsi, and
others) He remained in his house and his servant received them, entertained them,
and sat with them. He was a client of the Umayyads.
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