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The Effectiveness of an Educational Program Based on the
Semiotic Approach in Developing Rhetorical Image Analysis Skills
in Modern Arabic Poetry Among Students of the Open Educational
College

Dr. Salem Nathem Nasser Salam

Open Education College [ Diwaniyah Center
Abstract

This research aims to:

1. Construct an educational program based on the semiotic approach.
2.Measure the effectiveness of this educational program in developing
rhetorical image analysis skills in modern Arabic poetry.

To achieve these objectives, the researcher adopted the descriptive
analytical method for the first objective and the experimental method for
the second. An educational program was developed, encompassing
educational objectives, content based on literary topics, appropriate

strategies, accompanying activities, teaching aids, and evaluation
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methods. The program included a teacher's guide and a student book,
whose validity was confirmed through review by a panel of experts.
Regarding the research procedures, a quasi—experimental design was
adopted, specifically the randomized control group pretest—posttest
design. The research population consisted of (389) students. The
researcher purposively selected the (Arabic Language Department) at
the Al-Diwaniyah Educational Center. Section (A) was randomly chosen
to represent the experimental group (27 students) taught via the
semiotic program, while Section (B) represented the control group (30
students) taught via the traditional method, bringing the total sample
size to (57) students.

The researcher ensured statistical equivalence between the two groups
in the 'Linguistic Ability Test" variable. The research instrument
consisted of an achievement test measuring rhetorical image analysis
skills, comprising (15) essay-type items distributed across main skills
and behavioral indicators. Validity and reliability were verified, and
discrimination power and difficulty coefficients were calculated.
Furthermore, a rubric was developed to grade the test, which was
administered both pre— and post-experiment.

The researcher personally taught both groups during the experiment,
which lasted for a full semester of the academic year (2025-2026).
Data were statistically processed using (SPSS v.26).

The data analysis yielded the following results:

« There is a statistically significant difference at the significance level of
(0.05) between the mean scores of the two groups in the post-test of
rhetorical image analysis skills, in favor of the experimental group.

In light of the results, the researcher drew several conclusions,
including:

« The educational program proved highly effective in shifting students

from the level of merely labeling images (Simile/Metaphor) to the level
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of "sign decoding," indicating that semiotics is a practical procedural tool
suitable for students of the Open Education College.
Keywords: Semiotic approach, rhetorical image.
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