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Abstract

This research aims to study the state of the Western Goths after their
establishment in Spain in the fifth century AD, tracing their origins and
development from the time of their settlement to the aftermath of the collapse of
the Roman Empire, and up to the Islamic Arab conquest of Spain in 92 AH /711
AD. The study also presents their political and social systems, along with the
internal challenges they faced. For this purpose, the research is divided into
several sections. The first section addresses the origin of the Western Goths,
their migrations into the territories of the Roman Empire, and their policies
toward Rome, up to the Western Goths’ transition to Spain. The second section
discusses the political and religious role of the most prominent Gothic rulers in
Spain, and explains the system of rule and the royal authority in the Western
Goths’ state. As for the third section, it focuses on the manifestations of
civilization and literary culture, as well as public life in Gothic society within
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Spain, while also clarifying how political conflicts contributed to the weakening
of the Western Goths’ state, ultimately leading to its fall during the reign of
King Roderic (Rodrigo) in the face of the victorious Muslim forces in the Battle
of Wadi Lakka in 92 AH / 711 AD—marking the end of the Western Goths’
state and the closing of its historical chapter, and the beginning of the
Andalusian era, at which point the research concludes.

Keywords: King Reccared | — Western Goths — Battle of VVouillé — Witiza
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