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Abstract
This research addresses a central methodological issue concerning the relationship between theology (the
fundamentals of religion), as the science concerned with establishing the general principles of belief, and the
specific sciences of Islamic law, such as the fundamentals of jurisprudence, jurisprudence, interpretation, and
hadith. The issue revolves around whether detailed mastery of kalam is a necessary condition for specialization
in these partial sciences.
The research relied on an analytical approach in investigating the opinions of scholars and fundamentalists,
starting with the proposal of Imam Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, who distinguished between the requirement of the
“absolute scholar,” who must be knowledgeable in both the universal and the particular, and the requirement of
the “specialist” in a particular branch. The study revealed a divergence in positions between the majority of
jurists and fundamentalists (who rejected the requirement), some theologians (who leaned toward affirming it),
and the Zahiri school of thought (which refused to delve into it in the first place).
The research concluded that the preponderant view is that detailed mastery of theology is not required for every
specialist in particular sciences. This conclusion is based on strong arguments, including: the nature of the
structure of sciences based on specialization, where the principles of each science are taken for granted and
their proof is referred to another science; the practice of the righteous predecessors, as the great imams were
not known for their proficiency in philosophical theology, but rather relied on the certainty derived from the

religious texts; and the methodological distinction presented by Imam al-Ghazali. This conclusion emphasizes
that what is required of the specialist is the correctness of belief based on general evidence, not the ability to
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establish detailed dialectical proofs, which ensures the progress of scientific specialization without
compromising the fundamentals of religion.Keywords: theology, partial sciences, Imam al-Ghazali, principles
of jurisprudence, methodological relationship.
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