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Abstract
This research aims to assess the current state of ecotourism in Hor Al-Salibat,
located in the Al-Muthanna Desert. It explores the potential for leveraging
available natural resources to create viable investment opportunities within this
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unique geographical range. Furthermore, the study highlights the vital role of
ecotourism in the sustainable management of natural resources, while analyzing
the projected economic, social, and environmental benefits of developing this
sector. The research gains particular significance given the challenging living
conditions of the Badia inhabitants. It underscores the importance of utilizing
development indicators for Al-Muthanna Governorate, which recorded Iraq's
highest poverty rate at (50%) in 2023. his research examines the current state of
ecotourism in Hor Al-Salibat, Al-Muthanna Desert, aiming to leverage its
natural potential for sustainable investment. Given that Al-Muthanna
Governorate recorded Iraq's highest poverty rate (50% in 2023), developing this
wetland is an urgent necessity to create jobs and improve local living standards.
The study reveals that Hor Al-Salibat is a unique biological habitat, hosting 38
bird species (39%)resident and (61% )migratory) and (12) types of bee fish,
alongside diverse vegetation that enhances its aesthetic and environmental value.
The research concludes by emphasizing the need for environmental protection
integrated with tourism investment, offering a framework of strategic proposals
to promote ecotourism in Hor Al-Salibat and the broader Al-Muthanna Desert to
support comprehensive development goals
Keywords (ecotourism, tourism development, Sulaybat Marsh, Environmental
challenges
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