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Abstract :
Tourism activity in Iraq has the potential to contribute to national economic
development; however, its actual impact has remained unstable due to political
challenges, weak infrastructure, and limited investment. This study aims to
measure the effect of tourism activity on economic development indicators in
Iraq for the period (2015-2023), by analyzing tourism supply and demand
patterns, revenue trends, investment flows, and employment levels. A
descriptive—analytical approach is adopted through examining and comparing
official datasets to understand the nature and strength of the relationship
between tourism performance and macroeconomic indicators. The findings
indicate a positive but inconsistent relationship, suggesting that the
developmental impact of tourism depends largely on improving infrastructure,
enhancing service quality, and supporting investment. The study concludes that
expanding tourism investments and strengthening institutional performance can
increase the sector’s contribution to economic development in Iraq
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G 3oLl Jabs Jal) pas 8 Telily daaly Al Bk S L say

i salll e o) e g lly Al Aaluadl Jalis aasgis aailll Slach 5als
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12,989) ) 2aadl Galiash ) sl Ly 568 dadla casew ( 2020) ple
Dl Glaig DleY) dam (%-11.7) &l obe et Jaeer Dlasde all(
die \gibsiee (ol ) Alaad) cliag (1 2021) ple by - JadY) s aalyig
S L sas o %474 ) i mine ol i Jae Siaie LalI(6,827)
(2022) ple 2¢d ¢ Al By pay - g lhadll Lo Lniall 3gal Gaaall b
) &b sat dama Glindie (7,709 ) olindall sae g Uiyl ey T
bl lgine uady Bl Jalaill a5 salaind (Je Ju e « (%12.9

dpaledl Allaad) e

(4) Jsas
2022 - 2015 Baell Labuad) olo) cilaanay (Galial) baldd (uliidial) axe
(%) sl usill Jana Olaidiall 2ae FE]
-7.3 8,182 2015
11.6 9,132 2016
11.3 10,167 2017
-12.3 8,920 2018
64.9 14,708 2019
-11.7 12,989 2020
-47.4 6,827 2021
12.9 7,709 2022

Source: Central Organization for Statistics and Geographiclnformation
Systems (Iraq), Survey of Hotels and Tourist Accommodation
Complexes, (2015-2022), various pages.
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(2022_2015 ) s2al gal:ud\ slo¥) Glaanay (32U blaS iy paall goana [FYES

Chaaall Laleal) a2 M Jaad oo @ildgpadl (5) Jeanll clily ek
coaly GBS gad aat) i Die 05 o BWEY) G o 131 ¢ Al
pas il a8 Ldug )l sadl Pl bl dawh e dage <YYY Jesy
sacld Jia (gsinas 585 ¢ (gla (199.975 ) 523 (2015) ple & iy )
S oonde Lo ((%44.T) dy miipe sudd Jae i)y AU fgindl (Ul
Caii)) (2016) ple 8y Anlal) Zadly Alae Y pan b usade gust
) ool sl Jae of V) ¢ gsle ((122.437) ) cldg pead)
lae ¢ bl alall e dy Q8 il salpl) o e Ju L sag o %22.5
sl Ol aey BUY) hasia gad dag Dl oo RES
paleadl ss cosale (113.511) Y g peadll cuali (12017 ) b
Q) oy ) YV ¢ ((%7.3 ) iy Gamiiie st Jae ae 385 3g0as
sale) ol Capeall ilighsl Annye dais Loy ¢ Unbas €1 2lay) dlaye ) o Uadl
Juay (sl5 ( 2018) DI iy paall L dlall (alead¥) jedag . 3))sal) ajss
AaY) (amids A) aisga (Gl Asjes 3o gl o Osile (1 56.577 )

)._.\,\Sl\ cabﬂ\ )2 (e ?'CJ]\ ‘_A:_j .z\.ﬁgu\ Q\j.mi\ L.a"' ob'm Rl QJU@ La L_Al
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BWY) Ly A Aags sad ey ey (%50.2 ) AW sl Jaea o8
Ay Ale A< Bale] 5l ajlie L e daal 06
xS JS g eadll Candi)) s ¢ 8l san 4l (2019 ) ale i
G Anpall el da gie e BB a9 cOsle (202.832) alal Tas
Alaye 8 g Uil Jon e Ju sobie¥) pe g liyV) 1 . (%258.5 ) il
idwsnl dhadyl sl dam o Gl L) Gaigal daaly b g
Osile ((168.344 ) I cliy yeaal) cumiai) (2020 ) ole g . dnjlenally
G dear ol A s aali ) el Lo 525 ¢ (%17.0 ) i swsd Joes o
e (e e 2 o Ll o Uil ) e Laa ¢ (Brand) (ELSY (g5
) el 8 oL@V laagd Al Leall gkl a2y By A
256.478 ) N g yead) g i daaly 5250 ¢ 2 (2021 ) e Ll
Bale) (aSay L)) g9 ¢ (%52.4 ) idy jaid Jare e Gl jelg ¢ Gsala (
Gy ymall Caniil (2022 ) (s - il Copuall (ssin pdys Anady) Janis
L ss ¢ (%8.7 ) M aalp Lusdl) Jaee o V) cosle (1278.728 )
leisS (e ST Ll Ll i s dgasas Bagaae culS 8all) b o

dad gl a2y il Jaea & hlall e aiS Gy 8 58 o leass
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Alieed) Lot e s U ST Aali) dlaye ) g Wl QUi e slasy)
(5) do>

— 2015 ) 8aall aluadl slo) Clranay (FaLdl) Jalés cild g aall Esana

(2022

(%) g sind) il Jana Cld 5 yzall & sana dadl
44.1 99,975 2015

22.5 122,437 2016

-7.3 113,511 2017

-50.2 56,577 2018

252.5 202,832 2019

-17.0 168,344 2020

52.4 256,478 2021

8.7 278,728 2022

Source: Central Organization for Statistics and
Geographic Information Systems (Iraq), Survey of Hotels

and Tourist Accommodation Complexes, (2015-2022),

various pages.

Laa o) ) (o LAY camaas ¢ Ll

¢ ahall B dabud) by o (6) dsaadl @bl dilas e gy

Loneag Loaleai) Jalse A (1 2022-2015 ) sl Pla laaaly Lk cags
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&5 (2015) ale Nss Gsale ((417.199) wie ) <y 58 Lde g Laly
dle Vs Osle (1266.593) S clas s el palial casl
iy Glgiad) Gl P Lalud) 25) Carn GSa galp 585 ¢« (2018)
Dol A by ¢ dabudl cblénay) galiasly dgaall ol dagasa
seb (12019 ) ale 8y lud) Gllafia) (e cda ) Adala) g plally
Gl dams ¥es Ol ((577.229 ) ) ClalyY) g lEy) de Y (e
e G labialy Gl sbyly () G Gualy ¢ Al dabud
Giali 3 ¢ (12020) ple b ien ol a1 oI Y) L alidl Gl
0o Laaily Loy Lig)ysS dadla Ll caan Voo sale ( 384.688 ) I cilaluy)
Llall 4 JalS and Jla ) ) @) el el Ciligig asaall (3
(664.933 ) A clahy) camiyl (2021) A Al Dy pag - sl
Sl smg ¢ (2022 ) ale 3 Vs Osle ((883.237) il & e Osle
Geny by S Aa il Al 53 ) Gl (ghads ¢ g paall Bl B (g5
& 2 dagd Al adleally dunall Gl (M) upll Bases ¢ gnlls (gl Jail

cdasall agal)
L Jlae (ot dawi€ Gl (s1lly daabiadl Y1 e DAl Canea Ll

ASyad Milee Talasl el i cdialidl alY) Lavgie o 2 e Juany
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e (%6.7) A (2015 ) sle (%11.3) o it 3 cdalall iyl
aly U i) ¢ Sl de gaiy Aijlae Al Chaa s (2018)
Al clailall 4 5yl sl damn (% 14.7 ) A dead (12019)
by B Al (amlady) cuw ((%9.5 ) M asli (12020) sl Ay
S dead (120225 2021) ale b glal asbe of i dailall Pl
gl 508 3 Uagale Lad S Lo 5 ¢ sl e (%20.9 &5 %16.1)
136 DA ey - baall Alaje an il Jige ool dle Gl e sl
Cinng abuedl BLad) aaliy Wle Jagp Galea¥) el of ooy alad) olaay)
a3 g UV o Jadi i s B caallal) damall L) il dsal) i)
sty ¢ dagly Al dabdl o Gllal) saliyg cagaall by ¢ ey Al

 gie 3l i ety Y ) (b Cragad ) Do) il

(6) Jo>

2022 - 2015 ) 5aall abuad) Cay) (a il o

e Ell Cal Aaabuudl clal ey OISl 2ae gl
sl 5 osie i/ ¢ e
11.3 417,194 36,9 2015
9.4 356,557 37,9 2016
8.1 316,484 38,8 2017
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6.7 266,593 39,7 2018
14.7 577,229 39,128 2019
9.5 384,688 40,150 2020
16.1 664,933 41,191 2021
20.9 883,237 42,249 2022

Source: Central Organization for Statistics and Geographic
Information Systems (Iraq), Survey of Hotels and Tourist
Accommodation Complexes, (2015-2022), various pages.
Aaa¥) o) mill) A bl g Ual) Ladloca : sl

sl mll) & alud) o il Zealios Lus (7) Jsaadl cilily s

dle 8 .(2022-))20 saad) Dl Liiie Hle g Uaill 138 2¢8 3 ¢ Jlaay)
Gl dlie Nss Osle (166.8 ) abidl Asall mU &L (2015)
b2 Cumddil A ¢ (%2.5 ) dealue Ly J¥so (sale ((417.2 ) Wylaia
oo sl e osale (1356.5) 5 Gsle (166.6 ) ) ((2016) b ai
Db Cira ) sl 138 (ghmg ¢ (%201 ) ) dealead) dusi galp
Gun (12017 ) B galill ey 5algl) Aaload) cilasl) Ay (goloai)
Osle (1316.4 ) A byl Yoo Gsade ( 190.9 ) ) gl (il
dosi( 2018 ) b laliaiy) cilalgs 5 ¢ ((%1.6) deslus ga ¥

S sag o (%1.2) ) Aealadlly Vs Osile (1 266.5 ) ) iy
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Sl Qley mig Al Crcay (abd) Clall Lagane e Baall Jlgh (S5
acal) dgal)
) & ) @l i) 3 el U8 Sl s (12019 ) L8 oS
B iy ¢« Yo Osale (577.2) () o) s Ve (sl ((215.2
& Al L) cpuenty cpyihll dlach 50l e Lo ¢ (%2.6) ) dea bl
V52 Osle ((173.1) ) gl gals s ((2020) b aladl (=liady) Gas
oo ((%2.2 ) Lealue e Yed Ogade (1 384.6 ) A o) e
gyl (2021) 4 Al ey e . jedl Ciligiy dganll BDAEly Lig )€ dadla
< ¥sd Ol (1664.9) ) clalyy) iy Nea gsade ((194.2) ) il
Sy b dladad) QS 3 oY) ag ((%3.4) ) dealisd) Lot iz Lty
Sl Jeas Cus (12022 ) 8 oY) A8 by anigal ¢ Uadl) sl e
Osle ((1883.2 ) A <yl Yoo Gsale ((258.1 ) M abudl sl
3l Lgila elSs aload) Laladl) sase Aaii cJause (ssime lof 55 ¢ V50
- 20ll) sy
ealis bR Cheday Jaifi paliad) Gl o zedas eka ellg

Aal) sagm g loyY) Clud hop iy o dailall @lhily calud) Gl
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Aoalud) dust Jan lae abud) alhl) 50byy ¢ lasdll Gty Al
- slaall ) ) ) LS

(7) Jox>
Claanay (G0N JLal Jaay) Aaall @l B daalaad) oY) dadloss

(2022 = 2015) 5all abuad) £lsy)

sl uxll Jana Aaledl ol sl il ) il
2.5 417,199 166,8217 2015

2.1 356,557 166,6025 2016

1.6 316,484 190,9665 2017

1.2 266,503 212,4045 2018

2.6 577,229 215,266 2019

2.2 384,688 173,165 2020
664,933 194,235 2021

3.4 883,237 258,197 2022

Source: Central Organization for Statistics and Geographic

Information Systems (lraq), Survey of Hotels and Tourist

Accommodation Complexes, (2015-2022), various pages.
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oAbl ols¥) Claanag 32Ul L 5 52Y) poana : Lals
Ll ¥l gsane b (gsiadl il Jaea (8) Joaall clily Lok
Koy Lo sl Q3 (g Alls Bl (DA alid) lgl] laanay 3ol
(12022 — 2015) & &eaYly domually LpsleaBy) cllall o Uil 138 Al
(% 24.8- ) b Lasale (mlaasly (12015 ) dow (3 sleall Ty 33 . 3)al
padl el 4 abadl llall Caea ) ado aali sy dladl diadl 45)lae
laaly Tgai ysa¥l Ciags (12016 ) diw By« Adadl clasd) blas aaljy
Laluddl A5al) (e eha Bagey JUdY) lisine Guad dai ((%17.6 ) Ay
S (2017 ) A 4 Y cole 3 Slsh ey Al Guadl) 138 oY)
=) i (2018 ) duw B AT aalii leadig (% 3.3— ) Ay pamliadY)
ol Cplagll Chaiag g Uadl)l 8 augill Lagane e e g (% 12.0
) I omrill Jaes i) Cus Asane 2 80K Bl chiaa (1 2019) s g
b)) Il g Al Aldall b Jaea el 525 (% 113.6
ol 52l Aaii ) Cuady Y] glinly lgysS dails e (51
B A S aalp adiel alall g Y 1aa o V)L SV slael sabys Bl
lgpad Al sl agilly BV dai (% 23.6- ) i (1 2020)

Gsina S sa9 (% 51.7-) daaiy (2021) & b el aalii & dailal



JOURNAL THE GUL ECONOMIST (2026 gluiyd - (68 aall 42 adad))  oenkidl] Sabsaiid] e

Cigig doaluadl Al Carcag o)V haind (e Lae dg ol cilgiad) JDA
@iy (2022) Lw Ay - Aleall Ll o) Jandl g cliiadl o S
b (% 41.9 ) dowsiy psall Jaes 2] ) da o sedalls Guentll lydia
) il elaY) wlad o llall e eha Bagey g ladll b eay e Ju
sehs Gl bl Ajlae el Gy g oy Bl (e Jirds sale
Oy Aasnall Cag il Al aad Ghall B bl g Uil o plall Ll 138

i) Blaal) 8 5oal) Clgias o Bdle (St ol o olag) sk

(8) Jyao

2022 — 2015 el abud) o) Clranag (33U BLES ) saY) ggara

(Aasie A /U (gl)  Jra 252V £ gana )
-24.8 37,822 2015

17.6 44,475 2016

-3.3 43,024 2017

-12.0 37,860 2018

113.6 80,863 2019

-23.6 61,785 2020

-51.7 29,812 2021

41.9 42,301 2022

Source: Central Organization for Statistics and Geographic
Information Systems (lrag), Survey of Hotels and Tourist

Accommodation Complexes, (2015-2022), various pages.
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b bl g U gl lifieal) Y9 dal i) ;G Ciaal)
Gl

bl b abad) pladl) ) ghai ciligna Y

(e g Lea (Al Al adlsall 8 Labud) ilerdlls doatl) da) Coaa —1
(Al-Shammari, 2020, p. 44).5:U< = bud) Juainl e g5

ieede adey dmbadl il Checay Aplinnl) clelal) w2
Al-) s Eabu alie Ll pad o Ji L opaiadl cilaliay
Dulaimi, 2021, p. 19)

cOpiinnall Lasiall Jalgal) Cacag Galall g Uil we Alelill SN Qe -3
(Al-Kaabi, 2019, p. 72). bl saill shls | 535 L

Byl Jafip Al bl Cupnll el Cancag dagall Ljpdal) alSH (aii —4
(AI-Obaidi, 2022, p. 55).7 bl dastall cileadl) 5agan

Al et piay dazaly duihg dalas g Clty )l gl Caxa -5
(Saadi, 2023, p. 88).alsalls Laaddy) doalid) 3)su¥)

g Laa cdibaiall Joa Alae lahiiad sy Labud) claadl) (ggice s —6
(Arab Tourism, 2022, p. 11).‘;_\3;3\ Sl g A

@l B oAbl g Uil pghil Lbdial) )y i) (Lol

Wlaaly dncaly gy cpacati dabudd)l glail dlels Al doadliiud dlae) —1
i Byg m 5 Lo sag (oY) ilal) anlaaty - L) ae B2 duegig dpaS

(Al-Issa, 2020, p. 51).¢ Waill ALelSia dalailads Ll



[ JOURNAL THE GUL ECONOMIST (2026 gluiyd - (68 aall 42 adad))  oenkidl] Sabsaiid] e ]

Plsally Jall @ld duaan Pla e Aabid) doadll dadl peln -2
G dbe A e Gl W cilaadlly (32Ul dglann) A8l saliyy cclyUaally
Al-Rawi, 2021, p. 67)) -48)all dgasll Ldlall 550l paas

(el Slelal Jawei e oabadl Ll el Y1 Gueas =3
A8 aylie ) o adds lo ooppdiiaall dnpiag Al Jilga sy
Baaa dagadyig

(Al-Mashhadani, 2019, p. 113)

Al lly Al lgall Llas Garr biadiliind lagie dalsicad) daload) s —4
(Khudair, 2022, p. &l Jladl lgieltial Giny La dualacdl adlsall 551,
39)

calie alaicly ¢ il oyl Pl e Labuadl dpdall Dlsall ygks =5
(Al=Shaibani, 2023, .48 5ia¥) (ggiuay Claddl) Baga ad)l Laadic dualas
p. 74)

Saall dally ASH IAAY Aasial ye oabdl g Ul G ) Jsail) -6
bl Al (el agen Lee cdabiad) Clgasll el Gagadlly ¢ g ST
c sl aall 3al)g

B3hge Aihy Aaabiw Liga by PR e @hall ol mgill juias =7
Al-) LD dabidd) Glagaall el lgall cillladlly (ajlaall (e 82l

Ghazali, 2020, p. 28
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Ciluagilly clalingy)
clabiinay) : Yl

e ihal) alai®¥) o laaly Tula) Dl dllay alond) Tlaal o ela -1
o JB dialia sli a2 cdandl pajd Glas ) 5Ly 6 drealae DA
LAlegl) 49,38

DL el palglly Aaliadl Aalud) GBS o 5S Bsad i 2
ol pilly Aganll L) Chnia G i)

O b bl ARal) e S8V Dol (i Al dalud) of B -3
csthall (KAl Al e 48U dagadlls Al daludl JI5 L

Slo W g dabud) cladd) iy Jhaal) ae of clibll <5 —4
gl gai e sy~ Ll (58

bl LLill 58 e ay Baage duibhy duadiliu) dgag pde O Gk =5
pala®Y) daaiill 3 sl 3G e

Cluagl) @ Ll

daaly Blaal ecat daled) deasl dleld duhg daadliiud slac) 895 —1

cAaadly (b8 Clydigay
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Al Al a8 Lee Yy Asmlad) cilasally dgaill ol pugks —2
-pgald) 320 BaL)g Cl:u.d\ sl

el alall g Uil aadn olsa sy aloadl i) Slela) Jigess =3
yom Al gle ] o uinl

S LEy g s Al Aald) Juadi DA (o Falacd) Silaiiall s —4
LAanal) dabuad) cals

Lhiged Cles ye daabus dgasS Ghall Jalally )il gl 33a3 =5

Al o) all) §)5m Cpanty dudlia
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