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Diwan of Ibn Sahl Al-Andalusi (649 AH) between Two Editions
(A comparative study in edition critique Criticism)
Asst. Prof. Dr. Bassam Ali Hussein
Department of Arabic Language / College of Education for Human Sciences /
University of Thi-Qar
dr.bassam.a.hussein@utg.edu.iq

Abstract:

This research aims to examine the procedures of editing a poetic corpus that
has been critically edited by more than one editor, all of whom are from Egypt.
The study identifies the differences between two editions, highlighting points of
strength and weakness in both. It also provides, through rigorous scholarly
evidence and comparative analysis, proof of the second editor’s appropriation of
the first editor’s work in its entirety, from beginning to end. The poetic text
selected for this study is Diwan of Ibn Sahl Al-Andalusi. Ibn Sahl, the poet of
Seville and its master of muwashshah poetry during the Almohad period,
represents a significant stage in which Andalusian literature reached maturity and
development. Ibn Sahl stands as a distinguished representative of the aesthetics of
his era, combining the musicality of the muwashshah with the depth of the
classical gasida, making his voice an echo of the enchanting spirit of Seville. This
is clearly reflected in his diwan, which encompasses rich artistic values and
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diverse poetic themes, including praise, love, description, elegy, and muwashshah
poetry.  The Diwan was first compiled by Mr. Ahmed Hassanein Al-Qarni and
published in 1926. Nearly 71 years later, it was edited by Mr. Yousri Abd Al-
Ghani Abdullah and published in 2003. The study concludes with a set of findings
that confirm the efforts of the first compiler and demonstrate the shortcomings and
alleged appropriation in the second edition, which did not go beyond literal
copying with minor additions that do not constitute a substantial contribution
compared to the original compiler’s effort. Overall, this research offers a critical
reading that traces both the external and internal structures of the two works,
applying the principles of textual editing to distinguish between scholarly editing
and commercial reproduction. It also calls for reliance on rigorous academic
editions in Andalusian studies rather than non-scientific ones.

Keywords: Diwan of Ibn Sahl DI-Andalusi Diwan, Ahmed Al-Qarni, Yousri Abd
Al-Ghani, Edition Critique
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