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Abstract

This research examines the semiotic transformations in Al-Jahiz>s
book «Al-Bayan wa Al-Tabyeen,» which is considered one of the most
important sources of the Arab heritage in rhetoric and language. It begins
by defining the concept of eloquence according to Al-Jahiz, and through
this, it seeks to highlight Al-Jahiz>s position on the global intellectual
map and to demonstrate that the Arab heritage possesses authentic
epistemological roots capable of enriching contemporary critical and
linguistic studies. Al-Jahiz>s book «Al-Bayan wa Al-Tabyeen» (d. 255
AH) is considered one of the most important references that established
the science of rhetoric and language in the Arab-Islamic heritage. In
it, Al-Jahiz addresses language as a complex system of understanding,
indicating that eloquence encompasses all means that reveal meaning and
convey the intended message to the recipient. This study is particularly
important in highlighting the semiotic dimension in this book. It can be
considered an early introduction to understanding the signs and semantic
systems used by humans in expression and communication. Therefore,
it is not limited to reading the texts of Al-Bayan wa Al-Tabyeen, but
also employs a comparative approach between what Al-Jahiz presented
and the findings of modern semiotics. This approach affirms that Arab-

Islamic thought was not isolated from the major trajectories of the
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development of human knowledge, but rather contributed to them and
was a significant tributary of them. Al-Jahiz presents a comprehensive
system that is not limited to spoken language, but includes all means of
revealing meaning, such as gestures, knots, writing, and monuments.
The research examines in detail the five systems of signification
identified by Al-Jahiz in his book and explains how each contributed
to building an integrated communication system that reflects the depth
of the linguistic and cultural experience of the Arabs in his era. It also
provides an applied analysis of these systems, citing selected examples
from the texts of Al-Bayan wa Al-Tabyeen, thus highlighting Al-Jahiz>s
ingenuity in combining the theoretical and applied aspects. Further, the
study discusses the transformations that occurred in Al-Jahiz>s semiotic
thought, as his thinking moved from a comprehensive understanding
of the sign to more specific classifications. With specialization and
precision, the research expands the dimensions of analysis to include the
psychological, social, and cultural. It highlights the pivotal role played
by Al-Jahiz in establishing the foundations of semiotics within the Arab
intellectual tradition, and emphasizes the importance of re-reading this
tradition using modern tools and methodologies that keep pace with
contemporary scientific developments.

Keywords: Semiotics, Transformations, Eloquence, Clarification.
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