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This study examines the relationship between historical motifs that appeared in ancient Iraqi art and their
application in contemporary ceramics, by exploring how modern artists draw inspiration from ancient symbols
and civilizational elements and reinterpret them in modern ceramic works carrying aesthetic and intellectual
dimensions. The research emphasizes that historical motifs were not merely decorative elements but semantic
units expressing the religious, social, and political beliefs of ancient Iraqi civilizations. The study is divided into
two sections: the first addresses historical motifs in ancient Iraqi art and their functions, while the second focuses
on the concept of contemporary ceramics. The research discusses the concept of historical motifs and their role
in ancient Iraqi art, illustrating how ancient Iraqi artists derived their symbols from the environment, nature,
and beliefs, such as cuneiform symbols, animal and plant forms, and scenes of rituals and hunting, turning them
into a visual language expressing concepts such as power, fertility, sanctity, and civilizational identity. It also
examines the concept of contemporary ceramics as a plastic art that has transcended utilitarian function to
become a means of artistic and intellectual expression, relying on experimentation with form, texture, color,

and treatment .Superficiality. The research demonstrated that contemporary ceramic artists have been able to
employ historical motifs within modern compositional structures, while maintaining their connection to Iraqi
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civilizational identity. The researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to study samples of ceramic
works by contemporary Iraqi artists, including Haidar Raouf and Maher Al-Samarrai, revealing through analysis
that historical motifs contributed to constructing a contemporary visual discourse combining authenticity and
modernity. The works also showed the use of cuneiform symbols, human and animal forms, and surface
treatments with an archaeological character, producing pieces that carry meanings related to memory, identity,
and cultural belonging. The research concluded that historical motifs are a fundamental element in
contemporary ceramics, granting the artwork a symbolic and intellectual dimension beyond mere form, while
also demonstrating the ability of contemporary Iraqi art to revive civilizational heritage through modern

methods that enhance the cultural and aesthetic identity of Iraqi art.
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