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German expansion before World War I1
Dr. Sanaa Hassan Mohi
Wasit Education Directorate

Abstract:

This research examines the expansionist policies pursued by Germany under
Adolf Hitler in the years leading up to World War II, policies that laid the
groundwork for the outbreak of conflict in Europe in 1939. The research
demonstrates that German expansion stemmed from a combination of
ideological, economic, and military objectives aimed at rebuilding Germany's
power and achieving what was termed "living space" (Lebensraum).The
expansion began with calculated political and military steps, including the
covert and then overt rearmament of Germany, circumventing the restrictions of
the Treaty of Versailles. This was followed by the annexation of Austria in 1938,
known as the Anschluss, and then the occupation of the Sudetenland in
Czechoslovakia under the pretext of protecting German nationalism, before
eventually seizing control of the entire country. The hesitation of European
powers, particularly the appeasement policies of Britain and France, allowed
Germany to continue its expansion without direct confrontation. The research
also shows that German expansion was not merely a political maneuver, but
rather part of a strategic plan aimed at controlling the industrial and food
resources of Central Europe to bolster the future war effort. The signing of the
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German-Soviet non-aggression pact in 1939 paved the way for the invasion of
Poland, which was the direct spark that ignited the war.
Keywords: World War, German expansion, Sudetenland, Soviet.
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