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Abstract:

The study examines Iraq’s constitutional transformations after 2005 through a critical lens, focusing on the
tension between constitutional stability and the need for amendment within a context of component-based
pluralism. It argues that the 2005 Constitution was drafted during a turbulent transitional period, making it more
of a “consensual document” than a fully coherent constitutional project. This resulted in vague and rigid
provisions that enabled multiple interpretations and intensified political disputes over meaning and authority.
The research highlights how institutional fragility and the inconsistent interpretive approach of Iraq’s Federal
Supreme Court deepened constitutional crises, as judicial interpretation sometimes became an unofficial
substitute for formal amendment, increasing constitutional uncertainty. It also shows that constitutional
amendment mechanisms are highly complex and require broad political consensus something difficult to
achieve amid deep component-based divisions and weak trust among political actors. Consequently, meaningful
constitutional reform has been obstructed, and rigidity has turned into a source of dysfunction rather than a
guarantee of stability. The study concludes that addressing Iraq’s constitutional crisis requires comprehensive
institutional reform, including clearer constitutional drafting, a consistent judicial interpretive methodology,
simplification of certain amendment procedures, and stronger constitutional culture and national dialogue to
rebuild a more stable and coherent social contract.Keywords: Constitutional Stability, Constitutional
Amendment, Component-Based Pluralism, Federal Supreme Court, 2005 Constitution M
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