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Iraqgi-Turkish Relations (The Water Crisis in Iraq)
Dr. Zahraa Abbas Hindi
University of Basra / College of Education for Humanities

Summary

Relations between Iraq and Turkey have been strained due to the water crisis,
which is one of the most critical strategic issues between the two countries. Irag
heavily depends on the Tigris River and Euphrates River as its main water
sources, both originating in Turkey.Turkey has developed large-scale water
infrastructure under the Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP), including dams
such as the Ilisu Dam. These projects have reduced water flow into Iraq,
worsening its water crisis and impacting agriculture, food security, and the
environment. Turkey argues that these projects are essential for its economic
development and energy production, and also points to inefficient water
management within Irag.Despite ongoing negotiations, both countries have yet
to reach a binding agreement on fair water sharing, leaving the issue unresolved.
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