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Analyzing the Role of the Social Worker in Developing the Capacity of
Local Communities to Adapt to Crises
Dr. Esraa Ali Rasheed Qader
Scientific Research Authority, Baghdad, Iraq. / esraa.a.rasheid@src.edu.iq
Abstract:

This study aimed to reveal the professional role of social workers in enhancing
the ability of local community members, specifically unemployed youth, to cope
with economic crises in Baghdad. The study employed a descriptive-analytical
approach and used a questionnaire to collect data from a purposive sample of 200
respondents, equally divided between social workers and unemployed youth. The
results showed that social workers play a significant role in identifying the needs
of young people and providing them with psychological and social support. The
study also revealed a strong positive trend toward self-employment and small
businesses as a primary coping mechanism, surpassing the expectation of
government employment. Statistical tests demonstrated a significant positive
correlation between the competence of social workers and the community's
ability to withstand economic shocks and reduce negative phenomena (such as
delinquency and crime). The study's hypotheses, which emphasized the
importance of professional intervention in building community resilience, were
accepted.
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