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Abstract: This study examines the presence of Jews in Makkah al-Mukarramah during
the period of the Prophetic mission through a critical historical reading of Israel
Wolfensohn’s History of the Jews in the Arabian Peninsula. It aims to analyze
Wolfensohn’s perspective and methodology in addressing the relationship between the
Jews and Meccan society, while comparing his views with authentic Islamic sources,
including the Qur’an, the Prophetic biography, and early historical narratives. The
research focuses on assessing the accuracy of orientalist claims regarding the Jewish
presence in Makkah and the extent of their religious, economic, and social influence
during that period. It also highlights points of convergence and divergence between
orientalist narratives and Arabic-Islamic sources, and explores the intellectual and
methodological backgrounds that shaped Wolfensohn’s interpretation, noting instances
of generalization or cultural projection. The study concludes by emphasizing the
necessity of a critical engagement with orientalist studies, benefiting from them without
neglecting the civilizational context and reliable Islamic historical accounts.
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