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Summary

Baruch Spinoza was one of the most important Dutch philosophers of the 17th century. He was born in
Amsterdam on November 24, 1632, and died in The Hague on February 21, 1677. In his youth, he was
influenced by the philosophy of René Descartes, particularly the concept of mind-body dualism, initially
considering them as two separate entities. However, he later changed his stance and affirmed that the body and
mind are one entity expressing a single, unified nature.Spinoza began his philosophical project with a critique
of religious history, emphasizing the importance of rational knowledge in understanding religion, which
exposed him to criticism and marginalization. Despite this, he insisted on making God the core of his philosophy
in a profound and comprehensive way, opening the door to discussion and dialogue about religion from a precise
rational perspective.Spinoza combined the rational and scientific methods in his critique of religious texts,
rejecting the idea of sacred texts as divine references. Instead, he viewed them as historical documents written
by humans. Within his philosophy of God's existence, he concluded that rational proof is the proper method for
validating ideas, including the idea of God’s existence. He saw God as "causa sui" — the cause of itself — or
the source of all that exists.Spinoza is considered one of the most prominent thinkers of the 17th century due to
his philosophical stance on religion. He relied on intuitive rational knowledge rather than empirical knowledge,
which he regarded as disconnected. He also rejected inferential rational knowledge for its lack of clarity and
distinctness — two essential qualities for achieving true knowledge. In this regard, Spinoza agrees with
Descartes that the path to true knowledge is through intuitive rational understanding
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