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Abstract

This study addresses an important topic within the issues of modern and contemporary Arabic poetic discourse,
namely the phenomenon of the mask, which has become widespread among poets due to the nature and urgency
of the current political and social conditions across the Arab world. The mask has been adopted as a means of
expressing the poet’s inner world and articulating various forms of rejection toward the regimes that dominate
collective thought and prohibit the revelation of human truth and the recurrent setbacks and disappointments
experienced by the Arab nation. The aesthetic and artistic functions of the mask remain compelling evidence of
the poet’s attachment to life despite all hardships.Keywords: mask, contemporary poetry, functions. i
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