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Abstract :
This study aims to examine the phenomenon of semantic resemblance—understood as a form of subtle linguistic
distinction between words—through the lens of integrated pragmatics, by analyzing selected texts from Nahj
al-Balagha by Imam Ali (peace be upon him), with a specific focus on words beginning with the Arabic letter
"ha’ .(z) "The research is based on the premise that semantic resemblance in these texts is not arbitrary; rather,
it is constructed through a rhetorical-pragmatic strategy that takes into account context, communicative
intention, and rhetorical impact The study bridges three major analytical frameworks: classical Arabic rhetoric,
linguistic semantics, and modern pragmatics, employing the concept of "integrated pragmatics" as a
methodological tool that enables a deeper reading of meaning—beyond dictionary definitions—toward the
communicative and contextual functions of language. Through an analytical reading of selected semantically
similar words (e.g., hilm [forbearance], hadar [caution], huzn [sorrow], hikma [wisdom], hasra [regret]...), the
research reveals how Imam Ali uses these lexical choices with high rhetorical precision, aligning them with the

communicative situation and highlighting their discursive effect This study contributes to Nahj al-Balagha
scholarship by offering a modern reading grounded in context-sensitive semantics, and by showcasing semantic
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resemblance as an active pragmatic feature within rhetorical discourse. It also demonstrates the value of
integrated pragmatics as a contemporary approach to the analysis of semantically and rhetorically dense

classical texts .
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