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CE/ 132-41AH)The Kharijian of Azerbaijan in the Umayyad Period
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A Historical Study
L.Dr. Mahmoud Malallah Qanbar Suleiman
University of Mosul, College of Arts, Department of History
Abstract
The Kharijites are among the earliest and most significant Islamic religious sects
to have emerged on the stage of history from an early period. They maintained a
prominent presence in the course of historical developments through their
intellectual and military opposition to the Umayyad state, which led to
successive wars, battles, and struggles for control of territories between the
Umayyads and the Kharijites .The Kharijites fragmented into several factions,
some of which appeared in Azerbaijan, such as the Sufriyya, the Bayhasiyya,
and the Shurat. As a result of their division and lack of unity, internal disputes
quickly arose among them, often escalating into military conflicts that further
exacerbated the suffering of the local population.Azerbaijan was adopted by the
Kharijites as a significant military base for their activities. This was facilitated
by the region’s rugged mountainous terrain and its distance from the center of
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the Umayyad Caliphate. Moreover, the Kharijites exploited the s of
Umayyad control over the region—particularly during periods of deteriorating
security conditions—to expand their influence in Azerbaijan.At certain periods,
the Kharijites succeeded in establishing control over Azerbaijan, particularly
over its major cities such as Ardabil and al-Baylagan. They engaged in
numerous battles and managed to defeat several Umayyad armies, even
eliminating some Umayyad governors in the region. Nevertheless, successive
Umayyad military campaigns ultimately succeeded in containing their
movements, curbing their expansion, and preventing the establishment of a
stable and independent political entity.This study is divided into two main
sections. The first examines the principal characteristics of the Kharijites, their
religious doctrines, and their various factions. The second focuses on the
military opposition activities of the Kharijites in Azerbaijan and the efforts of
the Umayyads to reassert control and pursue Kharijite forces in the region until
the advent of the Abbasids in 132AH/ 750CE.

Keywords: Azerbaijan, Kharijites, Umayyad State, Bayhasiyya, Caucasus
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