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Abstract

This study examines the traditional heritage houses in the old city of Basra as a fundamental component of the

city’s urban and cultural heritage, reflecting its historical identity and architectural significance. The research is
based on a comprehensive field survey of heritage houses across several historic neighborhoods, mapping and

analyzing their spatial distribution within the urban fabric to identify patterns of settlement and usage.The houses
were classified according to their current functions into residential, non-residential, religious, and service

buildings, and their architectural types were analyzed, including shanashil houses, common traditional buildings,
unusual structures, and ordinary traditional houses. Additionally, the study applied building evaluation criteria to

classify the houses into three main categories (A, B, C) based on their level of authenticity, architectural value,
and historical significance.In light of these results, the research explores the potential of integrating heritage
houses into cultural and religious tourism routes within the historic city, contributing to the revival of Basra’s
urban memory and enhancing its image as a heritage city. The study also emphasizes that raising community
awareness regarding the importance of these houses is essential for their preservation and sustainable
management. Incorporating heritage houses into educational and cultural programs can further promote local and
international engagement. The research concludes that this spatial and architectural classification provides a solid

foundation for developing future strategies aimed at preserving and adaptively reusing heritage houses, thereby
supporting sustainable cultural and tourism development in Basra
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